ia 


Parenoven 3 
tier 
Cove 

arty) 
i 
. 
| PAW a 
VB 


‘ 


\ 
uh 


SP \ wat 


The story ORIGINALLY 
SCHEDULED FOR THIS 
MAGAZINE WILL NOT 
APPEAR. ALL RECORDS OF 
THE EVENTS IT PORTRAYED? 
HAVE BEEN DESTROYED... 
BURNED AWAY, 


PERHAPS IT 1S JUST 
AS WELL, YOU ARE NOT 
YET READY TO LEARN 
THOSE FACTS, YOU 
COULD NOT STAND 
THE STRAIN. 


TO EMBARK UPON 

A TERRIFYING 
JOURNEY-- |NTO 
A_NIGHTMARE 


IT 1S THE WORLO IN 
WHICH YOU LIVE... 


17 WiLL 
BEND TO, 
MY WKL-- 


IN 


HELLAIRE? « 


NOTHING yOu BO-~ 
NOT A WORD YOU SAY 


THOSE WHO HAVE 
OPPOSED HIM ARE 
DEAD. AND THE FEW 
WHO STILL _DO-~ 
FOOLISHLY BELIEVING 
THEIR EFFORTS AGAINST 
HIM ARE SECRET-~ ~ 
MAY. NOT LIVE THROUGH 
THE MIGHT. 


lS 
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N DESPAIR, MAN STRUGGLES fok Tis couRAoE 
is Canoe THe THING THE SERENITY TO 
ACCEPT THE THIN Ws 
THE W/S20M TO KNOW THE DIFFERENCE, 
_ PERHAPS HE ASKS TOO MUCH: THAT 
WISPOM SELDOM COMES, » 


WITHIN THE SHIP KNOWN AS KOBRA'S 

ARK, \TS MASTER, THE MAN CALLED | 

KOBRA, DIRECTED ITS SLOW, 

RELENTLESS DESCENT OVER THE 
GOLDEN GATE 


: an _ LET US HEAR 
ea \ 4 : HIM, THEN 
SARWAN, ee * 
SARWAN, eg i \ 
é ‘RAN! y 


ey ear ESTABLISHED 


GOING CRAZY-- 
MELISSA'S BEEN 
GONE FOR MONEE! ¥ 


incense UME OF (ses 
(ses Yo NT AN 


Ne 
e i dN 
cits Seereslt ete" Arex: 


WORTHLESS FEMALE, 
FASSCINATING. 


HE'S. NARMED 
RS HER, T SWEAR 


A) TULL KILL HIM-- 


YOU HAVE GUESSED 
THE TRUTH: WHATEVER 
MY TROUBLESOME THIN 
FEELS, Z FEEL AS WELL. 


SSTUDY HIM WELL, 
SARWAN... NOT 


EYES TO SSTRAY FROM 
THE SCREEN FOR AN 
INSTANT .s. 


THE TIME-TABLE 


OU CHRYSOPYLAE 


is NOW IN 
PROGRESS... 


7 ...AND SOON-- 
SO SHALL BE 


AT THE 
INSTALLATION 
AT BUSH 
‘STREET. 


. FOR ONLY JASON BURR 
CAN INTERFERE WITH OLR M/SS/ON 
HERE-- AND SO LONG AS AS HE 
REMAINS IN NEW YORK, HE CANNOT 
HINDER US. 


BUT THE HAND'S MOTHING, 
== COMPARED 70 THE 

WAY LM BUSTED UP 
INSIDE... NOT. KNOWING, 

IF MEL'S QBAD OR ALIVE, 


YOU THINK IT'S 

DUMB 10 GO 
AROUND PUTTING 
MY FIST THROUGH 4 
THINGS, RANDU? <3 


s] 


I'VE TRIED EVERYTHING-~ 
IONS 


If EVEN MISSING PERS 
IP --BUT IT'S LIKE SHES 


Rey | DROPPED OFF THE FACE 


ABOUT IVY y | OF THE EARTH! 
(wy. cn! 


‘| 


ae 


STOP 
GNAWING AT ME. MAYBE 


YOURE RIGHT, " | 
\ See, 


=-AS RULER 
OF THE VERY. 
GLOBE ITSELF: 


THE KINGDOM OF 
KOBRA-- LORP ¢ 
OF EARTHS 


*KOBRA #4 -- MARTY. 


E HE'S GOTTA BE STOPPED 


TELLING Mt 
--BUT FROM DOING WHAT? WHAT Si oprosine MEP T 


AND WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT BUT IMCONFUSED... NOTHING HE DOES: 
SACRIFICING MYSELF TO Fes MAKES SENSE TO ME/ PEOPLE’KEEP 
KOBRA* BEEN 7 


DOES HE WANT? 


INSIGNIFICANT WORM! 
HOW QARE HE THINK 
HIMSELF CAPABLE OF 


COULD CRUSH HIM~ 


=-AND I SHALL--ONCE 1. 
AM FREE OF THE DAMNABLE 
INK THAT BINDS US! WHEN 
HAT TIE NO LONGER STANDS 
BETWEEN ME AND MY GOAL, 


“I SHALL AT LAST, YI 


BE ENTHRONED-~ 


“THAT NIGHT, DARKNESS SETTLED 
Pr} OvaR me ay ss ‘ON ANY OTHER 


INT oss 


IT SMELLS LIKE 


+, AND ONLY ONE MAN ON (TS HELTER- 
A FANCY SET-UP 


SKELTER STREETS EVEN REMOTELY 
SENSED THAT SOMETHING WAS: 
AMISS IN FRISCO -- SOMETHING 
UGLY AND FESTERING, ABOUT TO ERUPT! 
LIKE A PUSFILLED BLISTER 


Can't FIGURE \T--IN ALL 

MY_YEARS AS A PRIVATE 

EYE, U'VE NEVER SEEN A 
SCAM LIKE THIS. 


> --THERE SHE Es 
L/L MISS 

) MANSLAUGHTER 
HERSELFY 


LIKE HER 
“ICT! 


"LM SITTING IN MY OFFICE\ON THE 
WATERFRONT, LISTENING TO THE RATS 
Be] OO A SOFT-SHOE BEHIND THE BASEBOARD. 


& 


“ “WHEN IN WALTZES THIS HONEY WITH A STORY ABOUT HOW SHE'S OUT 
ON BAlL--ON A MANSLAUGHTER RAP-- AND WOULD I TAKE HER CASE: 


“THE DEWY-BYED DOLL. 


SEEMS HER BOSS'D BEEN 
TAKING LONG LUNCHES 
WITH HER--AND ANOT/ 


IN MY OFFICE STUMBLED 
OVER THE STIFF SO THE 
BOYS IN BLUE IMMEDIATELY 
FIGURED DEWY-EYES: 


THER 

CHICKIE HE'D: BEEN GETTIN’ 

IT ON WITH GOT WN: TOBE THE WOMAN. 
OF IT... SCORNED...” 


“50 SHE WENT UPSIDE 

HIS HEAD WITH A PIECE 

OF THE FURNITURE, END 

OF STORY FOR THE BOss- 
MAN. 


'... AND L START DIGGING--IN 
EVERY PRECINCT-HOUSE AND NEWS= 
PAPER ‘MORGUE! IN TOWN. IT LOOKS: 
LIKE EVERY PEEPER IN THE BAY Ant 


SAS FOR THE CRIME, EVERYTHING 
CHECKS OUT--THE RAP SHEET, THE 


“BUT AS FOR THE 
DEAD MAN HIMSELF 
+ WHE! 


ANP LIKE THAT==7'S 
IKE HE WAVER 


AND YOU'RE 
WHAT'S GOING. 
DOWN. 


THERE'S ONLY ONE 
WAY OUT OF THIS... 
OR SHOULD I SAY 
ONLY ONE WAY NOT 


WELL FOLKS, NOW GREEN: 
YOU CAN ALL HAVE A LANTERN 
BIg TIME AGAIN! HAS DEFEATED ME 
I'LL HAVE TO CHANGE 
MY NAME TO RESOL. 
CSPELL IT BACKWARDS 
‘AND YOU'LL KNOW 
WHAT I MEAN 


THANK YOU. 
THANK YOU... 
L DIDN'T MIND. 


APPLE PIE... WHEN 
(IT HAPPENED. 


IT'S NO SMALL THING = 
TOENTOY sucH A ly a=—__\ 
GREAT BIG TASTE /, 


YOU GET A AIG 
DELIGHT IN 
EVERY BITE OF 
HOSTESS® 
FRUIT PIES. 


‘Hostess is @ reaistered trademark of ITT Continental Baking Company 


FORA SENSATIONAL SUMMER-NISIT THE GALAXY OF GREATNESS-- 


‘ae Ua STU, 


CAN. 
ABOUT TO CRASH IN ae. 
ROC! 


KY MOUNTAIN / y 4 


TEEN TOMORROW'S HEROES TODAY! 
AN? O0CTOR LIGHT WANTS 10 WIPE 
TANS: © IEM OUT BEFORE THEY CAN GET 
THEIR, CAREERS STARTEDI™ 
WILL MAL, THE NEWEST THEW 7/7AN, BE ABLE 
VO Ste tie LUMINGLIS LANE REAKER.-OR WILL 
TOR. GUCCEE! 


Boe’ L1OHT. DIN Ee ae ll 
pow, Bey Se pas tag 
& AUGUST 


<4 
KEI STHAM cry” 
BE REVEALED 7 
ON SALE AUGUST 3/57! 


“TE QWEATHOGS STRIKE T 
On aucuer Emr 


NOW HE shows ur i . q KNOW you 
WITH GEWY-BYES A Wf oFF-outy, Bur it's 
HERE--AND 1 KNOW LA TERRIBLY \WPORTANT~! 


sueri Mi 
TAILING THEM i 
WOW, |. dl 


wy Buopy MANUEL 

Leemy WAS GOOP ENOUGH 

TO LOAN ME THS 
CAB... 


SO LIWIGHT AS WELL 


[a tk re, 
Ts USE ii TO GOAFTER THEM 5 


CALIFORNIA 
AN? GRANT, 
PLEASE, 


: ‘ = Wisp? 
ay \ Wry 
NOW THAT I'M 
LE STUCK WITH THIS TURKEY... 


SewALL NEED IS 
) ONE MORE THING pa 


TO GO WRONG + METER'S GOIN’ LISTEN, 
TONIGHT AND L CAN BACKWARDS- MAC--MY 
FORGET ALL ABOLT- METER'S 


ett 


I'M PROBABLY 
Just PUTTING « 


IT WAS SHORTLY AFTER MV/DNIGHT. WHEN 

ATTEMPT To END THe AVSTERIGUS Cour METER AiBepsoer 

HE HAD BEGUN TO FOLLOW £4, of Qurie Lab ete BUT 
HOWEVER, HALFWAY THER aT et 


INS AN ELECTRONIC 
DITA OOEIPVE I WAS 
PIECE OF CEs aN TWENTY-TO-ONE 
EQUIPMENT! THERE'S A BOMB IN") 
E THAT BRIEFCASE /-- 


i 


WHAT'S THIS~2. 


SS SE é 
AND I TOLD MANUEL 
Z WOULDN'T EVEN DENT. 
A FENDER! SWELL, — 


THE PLASTIQUE. LAM WELL AWARE OF MR.) fj 
ITED A: DOUBLE'S WHEREABOUTS. 
WAS PLANTED AS: HOWE, BOF 


Diet, 
PREPARED FOR SUCH 
D> A CONTINGENCY, 


a \— DOUBLE WERE 


BUT THERE ISA COMMUNICATION l csBVER ENOUGH TO 
ROM OPERATIVE C-37--OF THE 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR DETAIL. a DETECT OUR RUSE... 


W... THERE WAS A SSS-76.2% CHANCE 
THAT HE WOULD ESCAPE THE AXSSALOSIVE 
AS WELL!” 


“> BOUBLE \S 
ENTERING THE 
OFFICE BUILDING 
AT BUSH STREET-- 
AS ANTICIPATED, 


HUNH? THAT i 
SHADOW--/ 
oe il iat 


Looks Like I 
WAS GETTING TOO. 
CLOSE TO SOMETHING 
‘L_WASN'T SuPPO: 


“AND THAT, C2 
"SOMETHING". \ 
RIS HERE! Zl 4 


NOOO... 

zm NOT SuPeOsED, Fe 
KNOW “ABOUT "/7' 
OT ALL ALL. 


THREE AGAINST y 
ONE, HUH? SHOULON'T 
E700 HARD TO 
SAKeCeM DOWN, 
THOUGH . 


— Sai 
AUTOMAL CAI nny BUT POUBLE uickiy 
TueneD <a" A A GRRE, PIMLY: OMNEL Wi WHICH, aia 

IT AALLWAY zs PUSHED ASIPE, REVEALED. | 


ae TER 2 TERPED yin rs ELEVATOR MARKED “AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL 
Ian THAT HE WAS salir a. TOWARD PISCOVERING THE MOST B/ZARRE SECRI 
Mls HAG EVER UNRAVELEP, 


WELL, JONNY-BOY, 
NOW'S YOUR CHANCE TO. 
‘ONE SOME 


4 ‘ASK ONE 1S 
‘. AND SEE HOWsmagr It en 


LESSEE... "QUESTION: 
WHY WAS THE MAN 


RAT 


ny 


WOULDIA LOOK AT 7HAT/ 


s wHy 9089 THE 
As WH TES NAKE 


RATTLE? 


F wt try ANoTHER AY 


Q: WHAT {S THE 
SIGNIFICANCE 


OF THE COBRA? 


@: WHAT IS THE 
SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THE COBRA? 


A® WHAT SS THE 
‘SIGNIFICANCE 


NOT ONLY DOES IT 


1 PUNNO WHAT ANY OF 
THIS STUFF MEANS, BUT. 


’ 


\F 


Sea] : 
Nae... 


raises 


BESIDES, I'm GETTING 
SOME INTERESTING. 
"VISUAL PRINT-OUTS" 
ON THIS OTHER GIZMO, 


C..AND TRY TO. 
0 FIGURE: IT OUT. 
LLL GET SOME SWAPSHOTS...2 LATER. 


"CHRYSOPYLAE. 
WHERE'VE I HEARD 
THAT WORD E+ 
CAN'T PLACE IT. 


PROCEEDING AS 
SCHEDULER... 
TO COMMENCE 
0600 HOURS 


HEY, HARRY? Jonny Jl 
DOUBLE HERE... LISTEN, 
I'M TRYING. TO RUN DOWN 
A GUY NAMED R/ICARBO 

iz. 


8Y 4 A.M, DOUBLE 

HAP RETURNED TO 

HIS SHABBY OFFICE 

IN THE EMBARCADERO-- 

TO PLACE THE FIRST 

IN A SERIES OF URGENT 
PHONE CALLS. 


¢ s INVESTIGATING 


y/ HORST BUCHNER ? 


i 

“ig, louie" Wy NEED some INFORMATION, 
MULDONATO = 
JONNY DOUBLE. 


LOUIE, WHAT DO. YOU KNOW 
ABOUT A A/T-MAN NAMED 
HORST BUCHNER*? 


HE DISAPPEARED, 
JONNY, PROBABLY DEAD, 
SCUTTLEBUTT INSIDE THE 


WHENEVER ANYBODY. 
MENTIONS IT, THEY 
GET REAL WERVOUS-- 

DON'T WANNA TALK 
ABOUT IT, 
YIKNOW? 


Fes tere Tone THE NAME! ors T TALK, 
TONIGHT BY THESE GUYS. -ON'T TALK, 
DON'T KNOW WHO THEY ARE-- | | on pune JUST L/STEN- 
BUT OWE OF ‘EM HAD A 3 
BRIEFCASE WITH A COBRA- 

SYMBOL ON IT, 


JONNY--YOU'RE IN BIG, 
b TROUBLE, YOU'D BET. 
MEET ME SOMEWHERE, 


KOBRA'S MY BROTHER: BUT I'VE RESENTED 
L FEEL RESPONSIBLE y { BEING DRAGGED INTO 
Wane THE FIGHT WHEN NO 
ONE'S BEEN WILLING J) 
TO EXPLAIN WH 
Dt KOBRA'S SUCH 
eee) A MENACE. 


HOW DID ——_| ae : , | 

" RIGHT... I'LL CATCH Ja R ” | 

«a A PLANE AROUND | | 
9 TONIGHT. 


i IVE GOTTA GET 
BACK IN TIME FOR MY 
MEETING WITH MACK 


TONIGHT-- BUT IF THE 
TRAFFIC'S THIS BAD 
COMING BACK,I J 


2M SUPPOSED 


BLAST THAT TRIAL Y7 
TESTIFY AT i 


MUST BE SOME KINDA 
CONSTRUCTION BEING DONE 
‘ON THE BRIDGE. THERE 
ALWAYS 7S. 


Z LG, y 


|O€-0l F 
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HOW TO FIT THE FUTURES OF ISSUE 
AND THE " 
A, FE TOGETHERS 
plea BEGINNINGS OF 
Aei AND 


IN Sree. 
igi eee ™ 
‘SENSATIONA\ 


ISSUE ISSUE 
2 3 


wae 


ADORESS. 


Wal ‘ cry grate 


i 
IL BOT NEED. MY 
I|_5 STOMACH'S BEEN DOING 4 
K SOMERSAULTS EVER “y 
SINCE L SPOKE TO MACK. 


STHE MARTIAL 


ARTS CINEMA” 

ss. YUP, THIS. 

LOOKS LIKE ] 
THE PLACE, 


EVEN WHAT. 


LITTLE HE TOLD 

ME ABOUT THIS. \{ 1 MOBRA CAN'T 
CHARACTER BE JUST AN 

COWRS MY WORSE ORDINARY THUG, 


- AT THar MOMENT, i LOOK, LADY, YOU'RE "LIVE GOT TO.GET TO 
WAS OF, d THE FOURTH PERSON FRISCO, I'LL SIT IN THE 
i T'VE TALKED TO-- AND gue BAGGAGE COMPARTMI 
se aang TM RUNNING OUT OF iF Necesaernssver GET 
zg MI IN A FLIGHT... 
BOOKED UP. TRY isch bs : 
POO AE conch YEE TRANS-GLOBAL..THAT'S 
rie COUNTERS TO YOU 
ON YOUR NEXT = f= arr 4 7 


8 | 
YOULL WAIT << TLL CHECK THE 
‘A MOMENT... fy SMACLER AIRLINES 

ao\ FOR YOU... 


WHOEVER HE |S, 
HE'S “STOOPED 
SHOOTING! So 
WELL, IT SHOULDN'T 
BETOO HARP TO © 
TAKE HIM--HE DOESN'T 
COME ON LIKE A PRO, 


T SETTLE 
THIS LAST 
PIECE OF 
UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS, 


THis. 1s 
THE 


SLOPPIEST 
SHIT! IVE 


EVER SEEN! f 
Ley 


2. AND THAT'S ONE 
IL OWE Himy 


fe PROFESSIONAL 4 
‘OR NO}-THIS 


ee 
BAGGING 


Z'S ALREAPY, JUBGING FROM OUR. ACOUAINTANGE IT 19 THE WAY OF OUR 
OuT, THE GLASS =f | | wit! MASTER--KOBRA, IT |S 
JAW AND THE * 1 A RECENT ONE. THE MANNER IN WHICH 
GUNGA DIN BUT WE HAVE BEGUN fx HE DEALS WITH PEREONS 
GETUP, I'D GUESS, TO. RELISH IT. Gs WHO ANNOY Hi 
Hi ; PERSONS 


'5 NEW To THIS 

KIND OF WORK. SUCH AS YOURSELF, MR. 
DOUBLE, AND SO--IT 15 

TIME FOR... 


INDEED 
HE /S, 
MR, DOUBLE. 


REMOVE YOUR JACKET AND. 
EMPTY YOUR POCKETS, PLEASE! 


= 4 > n IT'S NOT IMPORTANT-+ 
\F 1 WAS THE PARANOID TYPE, JUST A MATTER OF 
— 7/2 SWEAR SOMEONE DIDN'T WANT: he, A } LIFE AND... 
ME TO CATCH “A PLANE >>] S 
os DEATH? IT WASN'T IN MY HOROSCOPE THI 
‘SORRY, 9 
prlina 
+ 


es 1S MORNING... YANN 
SS N 
FELLAS... ay NY 


jim 
Kt a ; 
ea 


lf 1 AdMogr HATED 
To THAT / a 
WW 


0 


HE) 
LIKE H/M,,. 


fl yi 
rt bs 
+15 IF SOMEBODY PAYS ME 
[4 RETAINER FIRST, 


ws 


'O HAVE CLUNG SO TENA 
TO YOUR WOESEGOTTEN £// 
DESPITE NY MINIONS' ATT! 


‘ALLOW ME TO 
Ni 
TO TERMINATE IT. 


FEWIN NUMBER 
TRODUCE NYSSELF: ARE THOSE WHO 
OF YOUR HATE- 
FUL CURIOSITY, 


HAVE LOOKED 

FEWER SSTILL 
ARE THOSE WHO 
HAVE DONE SO 
ALAS,..1F AND LIVED! 
ONE WISSHES 


PRIVILEGE WILL 
NOT EXSSTEND TO 


s..HOW EASILY 1 DISLODGE 
THiS SS7TREET-CAR FROM THE 
CABLE WHICH POWERS \T-~ 


BECAUSE I CAN 
DESSTROYING DEPART WHENEVER 
THE TRACK ON hI WissH... 
WHICH "IT. RIDES! 


BUT ALL 
THAT ENOS: 


0} 
Teor UKs WELL, IF YOU'RE 
WING ON THE { FLYING By NIGH’ 
FIRST STEEP, WHY NOT A FLY- 
TORN BY-NIGHT OUTFIT, 
RIGHT? ~ 


WOULD TRIP 


THAT_METAL- 
‘SCREENING 
GIZMO. 


HEY, THAT ONE 


WAS A REAL 
GIGGLE, KIPDO! ¥ 
Al 


a 


SSTILL YOU RESIST THE 
YY NEVITABLE, DOUBLE ? MY 
PATIENCE WITH YOU HAS 
bh LONG SINCE ENDED... 


SORRY, SNAKE-EYES-- 

LIKE I TOLD YOUR BOYS, 
I DON'T PLAN ON GOING 
ANY BYING TODAY 


(AND, FRANKLY, 
I'M GETTING TIRED, 
OF REPEATING 
MYSELF Y 


SEVERAL HOURS ATER--ON BOARD A CERTAN 
SMALL AND LESS-THAN-STURDY AIRCRAFT... 


came WHAT WAS I SAYING 
PS asour cucK? 
SUDDENLY MY JAW 
1S KILLING ME-~ 


=-AND THE PLANE 
SURE PICKED 
A SWELL TIME 
TO RUN INTO 
TURBULENCE, 


HE CouL? NOT 

BE AWARE OF 

THE GENTLE Tus 
OF THE ANTI- 
GR, 


< AN? THE en 
INSTRUMENT- 

PANEL'S GOING E. ENGINES 
CRAZY, TOO! ON FIRE! 


LOOKS Like 
THE WHOLE 
ELECTRICAL 


x4 
FINISHED IF THEY ) Ml] 
START HAVING 
TROUBLE WITH... 


“You WERE MORE 
PERSISTENT THAN MO. 
UNFORTUNATELY!" 


MORNING, } 
POUBLE ~~ 
AND WELCOME 


THIS WEEK ALL 
THE PRIVATE 
DETECTIVES \N THE 
BAY AREA HAVE BEEN... 
Occur 


LT 


aes Pass 


1g 
{Su 
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\\ HAH-HAH-HaH, | 4 


ti 


ABOVE YOUR HEAD |S 

A SSOLAR PANEL-- 
APPROPRIATED FROM 

A NASA ASTROPHYSICIST. 


IT 1S PART OF THE 
MECHANISM WHICH 
WILL CAUSE 
YOUR DEMISE, 


THERE IS. 
NO POINT IN 


AND WHAT 
LITTLE TRAFFIC 
THERE 1S AT 
THIS HOUR* 

CANNOT SSEE 
YOU IN THIS, 
DARKNESS. 


\\-- BY AN EARTHQUAKE 
CREATED. BY ONE OF My 


Fy. NTED ‘itTHE Beam To 
YOU ARE TIED. 


SHOCK 

THE MACHINE--AND NO BU/~ 

ENCE OF ITS EVER HAVING 
EXISSTEP WILL SSURVIVE!* 


THE TRAFFIC YOU. Sense ery ‘HERE 
YESTERDAY WAS 
sonsreicriot 


N THE GRIDGE WILL BE 


AND YOU, MR. POUBLE, 
THE SE 


THE DEVICE EXSSTENDS: 
POW THROUGH THE 
‘SSUPFORT-BEAMS-~ 
INTO THE BAY--FORMI 
A NEEDLE WHICH 
Pewereares The 
EARTH'S CRUSTL! 


DAWN-= 
"APPROAIMATELY 20 
MINUTES FROM NOW: 


‘THE FIRST CASUALTY, < 


ONS, 


Dear Editor, - 

_ KOBRA was the most original thing (or one of the 
most original things, anyway) to come out of anywhere 
in quite some time. Why was it cancelled? It seemed to 
have everything needed for a successful mag. In the 
three issues it was around, you gave us three different 
art tear of which were excellent, The plotting, too, 


has been excellent; it all seemed-to fit so naturally. | 
uess that's really what impressed me about it the most. 
‘The dialogue has been perfect. At first | had reser- 
vations about Marty Pasko writing the strip, but his abili- 
ty has really impressed me. By waiting to tell us about 
Kobra, he has made him seem that much more 


mysterious. However, it appears that In the long run this 
has worked against him, Now, at the highest point of in- 
trigue so far, we realize that we will no longer look 
forward every other month to delving further into the 
personality of this enigma. It's-too bad, really: 

Doug Tonks, Nashville, Tenn. 


Take heart, Doug. As we noted last issue, the’ an- 
nouncement of this magazine's demise was a bit 
premat But it triggered an unp dented 
avalanche of mail, collectively, begging that KOBRA 
continue. To all of you who wrote expressing your 
enthusiasm for this magazine, we extend our It 
thanks—and a prediction that you'll find the “ 
direction”. for KOBRA even more exciting! While 
falthtul followers will find their favorite Kobra-element 
preserved: in the “new” Kobra, they’ also discover 
there is much, much more to the Reptilian Rogue than 

met the eye thus And all of it will be chillingly 

icted by Kobra’s newest and, hopefully, permanent 

ineator, Rich Buckler ... whom we are proud to 
welcome aboard with this issue. 

Perhaps not so heartened by Kobra’s surviv: 

though, will be the reader whose views are expressed 
nex 


Dear Editor, t 

_ || bought KOBRA #3 solely for the art. The story was 
an improvement over #1, and has ahumorous ending, 
but the dialogue exchange between the two brothers 
was still unbearable. +) 

Keith Giffen has some imagination, and Terry Austin 
and Dick Giordano are not exactly the worst inkers 
around, either, However.) KOBRA was not a comic 
worthy pf ever being started, and I'm glad it will die, 
though 1 like the logo. S Fe 

Mark Schmieder, Concord, Mass. 


We're hoping! thé aforementioned new ach: 
concocted by Marty Pasko under the guidance of the 
- new editorial team heiming KOBRA, Managing Editor 
Joe Orlando and Story Editor Paul Levitz—will be more 
to your taste, even though the logo you liked has gone 
the way of all logos WE don't especii 
ending you thought was “humorou: 


ee wwe 


ily like. As for that \ 


' Dear Kobra Kreators, 


.,. the ending impressed me. Bible quotes, and cer- 
tainly Jesus Christ, have seldom been directly men 
tioned in color comics. ‘Bout time some writers broke 
the ice. Way to script ‘em! 

Jackie Frost, West Monroe, La. 


Dear Editor, 

t's hard for me to explain, but KOBRA #3 had a very 
big impact on me. | think the ending had very much to 
do with this. Not orily was | very glad to see Perez "get 
his”, but | was even gladder to see you not only refer to 
the greatest man who ever lived, but to mention him by 
name—Jesus Christ, Thanks much for that. 

Stephen P. Suelzle, Portland, Ore. 


Dear Sir, - 

Boy oh boy! You folks have just outdone yourselves: 
with pia sali 3 When KOBRA first came out, | didn't 
think mich of it: The art was shabby, the storyline was 
Weak, and the characters seemed cut and dried, But | 
was stunned by #3. It is one of the best stories I've ever 
read, bar none. You have pulled. strings together and 
tight, artistically lovely book, 

Kirk Ketchum, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


4a see te 


ow 
~ Dear Editor, 


‘although | why almost all comics, there are few DC 
heroes | can get into. Now there's Kobra, and the per- 


~ gonaiilies of Kobra and Jason Burr are beginning to 


take shape. They're beginning to look human. 

My cutlosity is aroused. How did Melissa know 
Kobra? Were they friends? Or lovers? (From Melissa's. 
statement on page 5, panel 6 of issue 3, | don't think 
they were enemies.) How did they meet? How and why 
‘did they split up? Rigi 

Kobra and Jason are beginning to respect each 
‘other; a grudging respect: And Jason admits that he 
loves his brother, Js it, mutual? Is Kobra afraid admitting 
he loves Jason is @ sen of weakness? Or is\hatred the 
only thing he feels for his.twin? I'd like to see Jason's 
love-hate attitude developed more. 

Just remember: Jason and Kobra, wha! 
are, are humans—and Humans are complex cr 
. Donald Cross, Greentield, 0. 
Indeed they are—and you'll soon see just how complex. 
“Soon”, however, may be a matter of several isaues; for 
the time being, the ‘spotlight on those who have 
pledged themselves fo the fight against Kobra will shift 
from Jason Burt to the other members of this small ar- 
my. But keep watching future issues for the resolution 
of the conflict created by the Kobra-Jason-Melissa 
“triangle” ...'when the mystery behind Melissa’ dis- 
earance is revealed. 


That about wraps up a very full installment of The 
Pit—and to think that only last issue we were 


Snail 
complaini 


1g that we weren't getting enough mail! 
Mayb: should announce that this is our last le 
just to get another postal deluge (we're only kidding!). 
We like getting deluged, so please oblige us c/o 
National Periodical Publications, 75 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York, N.Y. 10018. Yes, Virginia (and everyone 
else) ... there WILL be a KOBRA #6. Don't mise itt 


SOME KIDS FROM ANOTHER 
NEIGHBORHOOD OID THIS! 
FOR N BUT THE POLICE 
REASON! CAUGHT THEM IN 


SO THEY'VE BEEN ARRESTED? 4 Mn p 
5 f \ HOLD IT, BOYS! YOU AND EVERYONE 


YEAH, BUT HAVE THESE SAME RIGHTS, 


RIGHTS ARE FOR EVERYONE! 
THE POLICEMEN, 
IN OUR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE, ONLY 
SEEMED TO BE sien t \ A COURT OF LAW IS ALLOWED TO 
DECIDE GUILT/ 


SILENT, AND HAD A RIGHT 
TO HAVE AN ATTORNEY, 
WELL... 


TO MAKE SURE THAT JUSTICE IS DONE, THE NOW— WHY OON'T WE 
RULES MUST BE THE SAME FOR EVERYONE, SO, CLEAN UP SOME OF 
IT'S IMPORTANT FOR EVERYONE TO KNOW His. 4 THIS MESS. 

ex RIGHTS. 
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